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“Calling Hiroshima”

fense headquarters called the army
wireless station at the castle in
Hiroshima. No answer. Something
had happened in Hiroshima. Head-
quarters was puzzled.

‘The young” General Staff major
was ordered to fly to Hiroshima,
survey the damage, return to
Tokyo with reliable information.
The major took off for the south-
west. While still 100 miles from
Hiroshima he saw a great cloud
of smoke from the south. As the
plane reached the city the major
and his pilot cir¢led in disbelief. A
great scar, still burning, was all that
was left of the center of a busy city.

About 30 miles south, the major
landed at Kure naval base airfield.
He was welcomed by naval officers
as the first official representative of
aid from Tokyo. They had seen
the explosion at Hiroshima. Truck-
loads of sailors had been sent to
help the city in this strange disas-
ter, but terrible fires had blocked
the roads and the men had turned
back. A few refugees had straggled
out of the town, clothes and skin
burned, to tell near-hysterical
stories of incredible violence.

Great winds blew in the streets.
they said. Debris and the dead were
everywhere. The great explosion
had been for each survivor a bomb
hitting directly on his house. The
staff major, thrown into the grim-
mest of responsibilities, organized
2,000 sailors into parties. They
were the first rescue workers to
enter Hiroshima.

The rail line was repaired, and

trains came first from Onomichi,
40 miles north, where there was a
large naval hospital. Soon the hos-
pital was filled, its supplies ex-
hausted. Then the trains bore the
injured still farther north, until
there too the medical facilities were
used up. Some sufferers were ship-
ped 24 hours by train before they
came to a place where they might
be treated. Hospital units came
from hundreds of miles to set up
dressing stations in Hiroshima.

One bomb and one plane had
reduced a city of 400,000 inhabit-
ants to a singular position in the
war economy of Japan: Hiroshima
consumed bandages and doctors,
while it produced only trainloads
of the burned and the broken. Its
story brought terror to all the cities
of the islands.
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