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GEN. LEE’S FAREWELL ADDRISS,

Colonel Marshall’s Explanation of
Hew It Was Prepa.red.

Colonel Charles Marshali, a few years
ago made public the manner in which
General Lee’s farewell address was pre-
pared:

“On our return,” said he, ‘“from the in-
terview with General Grant at McLean’'s
house on April 9, 18, after some conver-
sation with the staff on the incidents of
the morning General Lee directed me to
prepare a general order to the army ap-
propriate to the occasion. During the
rest ¢f the day I was so constantly occu-
pied with details that I had no time to
write the order, so that next morning
when the General calied for it it was
not prepared. He then directed me to
get into his ambulance standing before
his tent and get to work at it af once,
and placed an orderly on guard to pre-
vent my being interrupiecd. As rsoon as
I had made a draft in lead-pencil I sub-
mitted it to the General, who struck out
a whole paragraph and made some verbal
alterations, when I had the rough draft
thus corrected signed by General Lee.
‘This was copied and sigred by him for
corys commanders and staff officers, and
many copies were made and his auto-
graph procured a: souvenirs by- couriers
and persons about headquarters.”

GENIRAL ORDERS, NO. 9.

The order as corrected by General Lee,

ard as it was issued to the army, is as
follows:

Headquarters
Army Northern Virginia,
Appomattox C. H.,
April 10, 1865.
General Orders, No. 9:

After four years of arduous
service, marked by unsurpassed
courage and fortitude, the Army
of Northern Virginia has becn
compelled to yleld to over-
whelming numbers - and re-
sources. I need not tell the
survivors of so many hard-fought
battles who have remai:ned stead-
fast to the last that 1 have con-
sented to. this result from no dis-
trusc of then:, but feeling that valor
and devotion could accomplish
nothing that would compensate
for the lcss that must have at-
tended. a continuance of the con-
test, I determined to avoid the
useless sacvifice of those whose
pasc services have endeared them
to their counirywmen. By the
terms of agreement, officers. and
men can returr to their homes
and remain until exchanged. You
will take with you the satisfac-
tion that proceeds from the con-
sciousness of duty fajthfully per-
formed, and I earnestly pray
that a merciful God will extend
to you His blessing and protec-
tion. With an uncéasing admira-
tion of your constancy and devo-
tion to your country, and a grate-
ful remembrance of your kind
and generous consideration for
myself., I bid you an affectionate
farewell. R. BE. LEE.
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