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-the ficst of three vages-

LYNCHERS UNKNOWN,

FRANK JURY FINDS

Cororer’s Panel Examines 11

Witnhesses,

but FarMs io

Clicit 8 Single Clue.

VEREICT iN THXREE MINUTES

Several Witnesses Saw Lynchers,
but Didn't Recognize: Them—0QOffi-
cials Confess Themselves Baffled.

MARIETTA, Aug. 2%—After having
failed to elicit from any one of eleven
witnesses a single clua as to the iden-
tily of any person connected with ine
lynching of Leo M. Frank near this
city last Tuesday morning, a Coroner’s
jury today returned a verdiet that
Frank came to his death by hanging
at the hands of parties unknowiu. .

City and county officials testifled that
thev had endeavored diligently ta get at
*he facts of the lynching, buy that =0
far their efforts bad been ot po avail,

- ** Of course, you know these things are
kept pretty close and are hard to find
out.” said Mayor E. P. Dobbs. Deputy
Sheriff Hicks and City Marshal Looney
said they were working hard on th¢ case,

Adjourned to Court House.

The jury was impaneled Jjust after
Frank’s body was cut down. At that
time the jury heard two witnesses as
to the identity of the dead man, and

then adjourned until todzy, so the in-
quest might pyoceed in a calmer atmos-

phere and to permit the Coroner to col-
lect evidence. Special counsel for the
Coroner was provided by the County
Commissioners.

Coroner Booth had set 10 o'clock as
the hour for the jury to meet today at
an undertaking establishment. When
that hour arrived the Coroner trans-
ferred the inquest to the County Court
House to accommodate the large crowd
on hang to hear the testimony.

John T. Dorsey. an attorney, of XMa-
rietta. 3 represented the State. Gordon
Gann acted as special attorney for Cor-

oner Booth. _ !
There was some talk early in the day

but at this time could throw mno light on
of holding the inquest in executive ses-

the identity of the lynching.

, gsion. It was argued that the witnesses
J. A rBenson. a B If:ﬂetti merchatr;]t. might be more communicative in &
who drove by the oak grove near e closed session. The idea of secrecy,

however, was soon dismissed. The jury
was comnosed of six residents of the
county, Dr. W. H. Perkinson being the

¥rey gin soon after the lynching party
had parked its automobiles by the road-

side and led Frank to the tree where foreman. |

death awaited him. sald he had ""a uPr. e 20 iElder.. ta_? ﬂ{stdwitntes% tesl;
' - tified to viewing e body O ran

pretty good suspiclon™ as to what was while it was still hanging. At that time

going on, but did not stop 10 see€ it and

did not recognize anybedy in ihe party.
After hearing his testimony, in less
than two hours the Jjury retired, and
three minutes later returned this ver-

the body was still warm.

Q.—Do you xpnow any of he circumstances
currounding the hanging? A.—Absolutely

dict: nothing. .

State of Georgia, Cabb County. , Q.—How many people were present wher
in accordance with the inguisition taken vou arrived? A.—Perhaps half a dozen.

this 17th day of August, 1915, and com- Q.—Do vou know who they were? A.—Yes,

pleted thie 2ith day of August, 1915, be- Sir. As I came up IwWo men Wwerce running

out of the woods. One of them was Jod

Carter and the other was a man they told
nmie was representing The Assoclated FPress.

¥ also saw W. J. Frey, E. L. Robinson, and

W. A. Sams,
O.—Was there any mutilation of the body’

A.—NO. Sir. The only mark I saw was he
cut in the neck that bhad been opened by the
rope.

Dr. W. M. XKemp, another physician,

fore John A. Bopoth, Caroner of said ¢oun-
t¢, upon the body of Leo M. Frank, who
was nanged by the neck until dead In a
ciuster of woods about twa miles east of
Mariotta, in sald county, and near what
ic known as W. J. Frey's gin on the Ros-
well public road, upon the oaths of Dr.
W. H. Perkinson. J. N. Gantt, J. A. G.
Heard, £. \. Gregr, J. F. Shaw, and G.
Al Grifﬁnimgwoén baccfrglng -&anl:Th as jt;r..
ors and charge y John . 0 to in- : :
quire when and how and in what manner testified ttlimt Frank’s death was due tc
- the said Leo M. Frank came to his death; strapgulation.

- that the said jurors aforesald meke and Q.—Do you know anytihing about the com:
return the following presentmentg in refer- mission of this act? A.—Nothing whatever.

ence to the aforesaid matters and things _
concerning which we were sworn to in- J. 1Bart ?;iar,lsg’ tl'?e %Oel?xtt’: %Enntgs Cﬁﬁl
quire by the said John A. Booth, Coroner. missioner, _ e8ss. ¢

was among the first to reach the scent

We attach the evidence adduced at this in- '
quest 1o this, our inquisition, and make the of the lynching after the body was dis-

53\13& ahpm;t of itéf > a covered.
e, the jurors oresatd, upon our oati, —Do vou know anything about the han
gay that Leo M. Frank did on the 17th ing? ;_ —.Nothing. | " e

day of August, 1913, in said county, come
to his death by being hanged- by the neck
until dead by unknown parties,
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-the second of Lhkee ygages-

A.——.\-G. SL". =

Q.—Were they masked? A.—XNo, Sir. bu
thev all wora goggles, and thelr faces wen
covered with red dust. 1 turned to Walite
Gann and sald: * Let's go 1o the house
there’'s something to be doing.”* We wen
to the houase and Mrs. Frey had breakfas
ready for us in about five minutes. We ate
and I got my car started and we -put ou

““ Is there anyt'_-hipg you would like {(

state to the jury:

Wing hesitated a moment. Then he
said:

“ Nothing, except that that morning I
caw several automobiles on the Ros-
well road, going in the direction of
Marietta.” &

Q.—What time was this? A.—Belween G:30

and 7 o'clock.

Q.—\Where were you at the timea? A.—I had
been fishing with Bob Cochran, a nelghbor.
We were in a buggy and I had driven my
horse into & creek to water him when three
or four automoblles went Dy. We were
forty or fifty yards off the road. Bob
Cochran said to me: ** I wonder what ull
that crowd s I said: °* Looks like joy
riders 10 me."’

Q.—Could you tell who were In the ma-
chines* A.—NG. SIT. I couldn't tell whether

they were negroes oOr white people.
Discovered Frank's Body.

. T Frey, owner of the place on

which Frank was hanged, next was
sworn. Mr. I‘rey, an ex-Sheriff, took the

<tand in his shirtsleeves. Ie is a very
large man of about 45, with a short

brown rmustache and florid complexion.

Q.—Did you know Leo M. Frank? A.—I
attended his trial in Atlanta two days, but
1 did not know him.

Q.-—-You were among the first to discover
the body? A.—Well, Sir, when I got there
with Gus Benson and Walter Gann there
wasn't anybody in the grove but Ieo M.

Frank.
O.—When did you first know anything had

happened that morning? A.—l think it was
sbout o5 o‘clock that morning my brother
telephoned e the State Prison Farm had
been broken into and Frank taken out.
Q.—What did you do then? A.—Didn't da
anything, but went on about my business
at home. Walter Gann, @8 traveling man
from Augusta, was visiting at my place.
i live right on the main road. Mr. Gann
and I were in the field about 6:30 or 7
o'clock., when three or Iour automoblles
came whizzing by the place. They were
about forty yards apart

Q.—How fast were lhey going? A.—~Well,
Sir, thev were going along pretty pert; 4
should say twenty-five or thirty miiea an
hour. Having heard abaut the break at the
Prison Farm. it popped right into my mind
that there was something deing in the way
of Frank.

Mr. Frey said that a man—he learned

afterward that it was Frank—was in the
rear seat of one of the cars, with a man
on either side of him.

Q.—How was Frank dressed? A —Lookec
as if he hagd on a thin shirt of same sort.
He was bareheaded.

Q.—Did vou know at the time this mar
was Frank? A.—J thought it was him, bu
1 could not recognize him.

Q.—Did you recognize any of the othe

passengers in the cars? A.—No, Sir.

O.—Do yvou Xnow mnow who they were'

<or Marletis,
AL*. Frey said he passed the scene o

the hanging without noticing anything
ouE. of the way.

“I had no idea anything had hap-
pened that close to my home,’”” he said,

I came on to town, but didn't. see
anything yet. I camse to the cemetery
where Mary Phagan is buried, but there
was nothing there. I came back into
Marietta, and met Gus Benson, who
said: ‘ Bill, those automobiles turned in
the road by vour gin.! 1 drove right
back to the gin, and when we reached
the oak grove there was the body of
Fraqk hanging. I looked at him, but
didn't put my hands on him.”

Q.—Is there any further light you can throw
on this transaction? A.—No, Sir, I've told
you all I saw and all I know,

Mrs. G. W. Ayers, who Lives near the
Frey gin, sdld she saw nothing unusual
the morning of the lynching.

Q. Were vou told by anybody not to stay
about the front of the house that morning?
A.—Np, Sir. There has been & report like
that, but it wasn't true. -

Gusg Benson’s Story.

- J. A. (Gus) Benson, a Marietta mer-
chant. was the next witness. Ie drove
in from the country soon after the

lvnching party passed the Irey place.
“ Driving on into town, I saw three¢

or four cars parked near the I'rey gin,"’
sald Mr. Benson.

Q.~—Did {nu stop? A.~—No, Sir. .
Q.—What did you see? A.—]1 saw one man
atep out of one of the cars.
Q.—Did vou recognize him? A.—No. Sir,
(emphatically.)
Q.—Did you recognize anybody in any of
gget.mm? A.—~No, Sir, I was going pretty
B
Q.—Well. where did you get the idea that

rank had been hanged there at the gin?
A.—From the cars there, and what I heard
when I passed the Frey place. When I came
by the I'rey place Bill called to me that he
thought there was something doing. 1 had
geen in the morning paper about what had
happened at the Prison Farm, So it all ex-
cited my suspiclon.

Q.—Did vou sce again or recognize any of
the machines you passed at the gin? A

No, Sfir.

H. H. Looney, City Marsaal of Mari-
etta. said he knew nothing of the lynch-
ing until after the body was discovered.
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Q.—You are bending YyYour best efforts to
discover who took part in this transaction?
A.—Yes, Sir.

Q. Well, is there any light you can throw
on the situation at this thne? A.—No, Sir.
This transaction was really outside the city
Jimits, but we are co-operaling with the

county officials.

Q.—Did you see anything unusual last Mon-
day night to Indicate that the people who did
this thing came from Marietta? A.—No, Sir.
1 saw nothing wunusual or suspiclous last
I;Ion%ay night, although 1 was up until <

AMavor E. . Dobbs of Marietta. a State
Senator, said that when he first heard
of the lynching he thought the story was

a hoax. R

““ T met Deputy Sheriff Hicks.”” said
:he Mavor, ‘and asked him about it.
He said he knew nothing. I suggested
that we get 2 car and gZo out to the
IFrey gin, although I thought at the time

that when we got back the townfolk
would have a good laugh on us. 1
didn’t belleve we would find Frank, but
when we got to the oak thicket there
he was, hanging by the neck. .

*“* Deputy Sheriff Hicks took charge
of the situation. We have done all in
our power to find out who composed
the party that hanged Frank, 1 told
Marshal Looney to instruct the entire
police force ta zet all the information
possible and to report to me the slight-
est clue.”

Q.—Have you received a report? A.—NO,

Sir. not yet.
““ Ts there anything else you would like
to sav? "’

No Automoblles Missing.

** T have seen in the papers that a lot
of automobiles were missing from Mari-
etta the morning of the lynching. The

truth is, we did not miss a single one.
1 have no idea whether Marietta people

or county people were engaged in this
transaction. [ do not believe the Mari-
etta people are any more responsible for
this than the people of the county or
anv other county., We don’t know who
did this. It may ave been people from
another county who brought Frank to
thig county.”

Charles Mell and W. L. Gray were on
the scene of the lvnching soon after it
happened, but saw no one connected
with it. Gray said he saw automobiles
‘“ going both ways " along the road
early in the morning, but paid no atten-
tion to them.

Deputy Sheriff Hicks stated to the jury
that he and Sheriff Swanson were doing
all in their power to discover the per-
gons ‘‘ engaged in the transaction.” He
said he searched Marietta the day of the
Ilynching, but could find no cars that
bore evidence of having been on a long
journey. y
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