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TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR

A second marked German advantage during
most of the European war was in powder. Ger-
man ammunition was charged with smokeless,
flashless powder which in both night and day
fighting helped the enemy tremendously in con-
cealing his fire positions. United States riflemen,
machine gunners, and gunners of all types had
to expose their positions with telltale muzzle
flashes or puffs of powder smoke. German prepa-
rations had given them time to develop this high-
grade powder and manufacture tremendous
quantities of it. They had it there and they used
it. These facts should be considered along with
our policy regarding the manufacture of explo-
sives after the last war and the scientific de-
velopment that should or would have followed in
the plants of the great commercial manufacturers
had they not been subjected to bitter attack as
“Merchants of death.”



