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Gl Atom Detalil

THE ATMOSPHERE AT OAK RIDGE WAS AS HEAVY WITH MYSTERY AS A DIME DETECTIVE NOVEL, AND UPTO
THE BOMBING OF HIROSHIMA FEW Gls WORKING THERE KNEW THE PURPOSE OF THEIR SECRET JOB.

By Sgt. MERLE MILLER
YANK Staff Writer

Ak Rz, Texn.—Up to now, every tir
o S/Set. E4 Fritz has gone home to Superion,
Wis,, on furlough he had_trouble.
Usually, it’ would begin when he stopped at
local tavern for a short
Tnevitably, either the bartender or one of
Fritz's old friends would ask, “Where you sta-

tioned, Ed?"
“Tennessee,” Fritz would answer evasively,
hoping to end the matter right there.
“Where in Tennessee’

“Oak Ridge,” Fritz would s
“Never heard of i What § % fian airfietaz

"Well " the other party would continue, a little
irritated by now, “what the hell is it then?”
“I can’t tell you,” Ed would reply uncomfort-

ably.

"G, a big shot,” the former friend would re-
tart, “I don't even think there is a place in Ten-
nessee called Oak

Fritz would gulp his beer and hurry home.

But even there he ran into trouble, because his

father and his mother would say, “Surely, you
can tell your own parents what you're doing
his girl friend, w e chemistey
Student o the Uniwerity of Hmors wes annoyed
3 ter, “You never
write about what you're doing with all your time
these days.”

Fritz couldn’t answer anyone’s questions. He
was working on the most closely guarded secret
i military pistory, and even: when.ta
sether about what was afoot at Oak Ridge, Fritz
w GIs down here would speak of the
paign buttons” o the perpotual-motion mas
chine they were making or of the new kind of
chicken they were producing for armies of oceu-
Pation

At least once a week a commissioned officer,
occasionally a colonel from Washington, would

issue a stern warning to as many of the EM here
as could be assembled at one time. The warning
seldom varied. “You men are

X dier
would say. You may think you're geniuses: You
may have a high IQ, and you hel:olln
graduates, but as far as the Army

Soutre et paia-to. think <ot ahter Sou et
Work, anyway.

(1 anybody, soldier o civiian, asks any ques-
tions—even the time of d:
Simple words, 1. don't Know Anybo
Can's oarn hose hrea. words wil pe sub;ecl to
an immediate court-martial. Understa
Until recently. as a matter of fact, s majority
of the EM at weren't exactly sure
what they were workmg on. A few, like Pfc. Joe
Stein, who n American citizen not long
ago, were, fairly certain that they’ knew. Steing
who was born in Antwerp and who left Europe

in Switzerl long before taking off for the
. S. he h:d a ulk wnh a German scientist w]
name he still won't mention. Up until the time

the German scientist, a Jew, had been uncere-
moniously kicked out of his Berlin laboratory by
the

of what was up in the
But he thinks it was mere chance that he was

t to Oak after reaching and
Fetting dratted.

“Until after the first bomb- was dropped,” he
said, “I never told anyone what I thought we

TR
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Guards stop cars or trucks coming in or out of
the Carbide & Carbon Chemicals Corp. plant.

were doing—or that I was afraid the Nazis or
‘maybe the Japs would beat us to it.
“My uncle in New York City used to ask me

thet 1 was in the Engineers, which was true, an

‘e were bullding portzble G latrines
21 Sons i e beti
Since Aug, 7, however, the day the first atomic

ds and
families of Fritz and Stein have known that Oak
room town with a population
d 76,000, is the place where much of
mic bomb has been done. And
for the first time the 1,200 enlisted scientists who
are members of the Special Engineering Detach
ment here can use words like “uranium,” “hea
water” and “isotopes” in
Bven with the end of e  however, tallc
about how th ic bomb is actually produ
ictly forbidden and wil grobably remain
Torbidden for 3 long, long e to come.
EM in the Special Enginsering Detachm:
are a carefully up—whatever Stein
may ‘hink—and all of hera are wiat the Py
. Occ:smnllly.
= wag will nail a sign barrac]

the unmade bunks. Among the volumes piled in
gloriously un-GI confusion on a locker were
i 7 “Applied Nu-

glear Physics” and “The Handbook on Radio-
uThe only magazine visible was a publicati
News. All it
u-h-db:wnlmm:kwhﬂﬂy

technical illustrations. The record player in the
corner was surrounded by albums of Tschaikov-
sky, some Grieg and quite a lot of Johann Se-

particular barracks and six Masters of at
urally, everyone of the 48 enlisted men billeted
there bad eamed at least a Bachelor of Arts o
of Scier

lse in the Army, the G scien-

have special trouble, they fecl, with the SED T/,
e number of high-ranking non-coms is

considerably larger than in an ordinary outfit.
Promotions are recomm by the civilians,
usually also selentiets, under whom most of the
EM w

“Now, where I am," explained a man who had
boen'a ple.for 18 moniin, “iher s Yale pros
R o €, Mo el 1 (e e o
get the ratings. If you just went through New
Haven on the train ‘once, e makes you at least
a buck sergeant” The embittered pfc was a
graduate of Princet

In Sonersl, however; the GI scientists apree that
being stationed at Oak Ridge has
good deal—as dd
because the men asis—
0800 o 1600, 1600 to zuw 0001 o 0800—alternat-
ing shifts every seven
re is no K at Oak Ridge because there is
Do Army mess. The EM are paid & rations allow-
may eat at any of the
nine rshw& e eateterias and thees unehe

_&’

r
Ridge

EEand pleaty (ot | gicla, woery mamber of the
SED was teside assignment as long
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Hundreds of plant workers five in trailers like
this one, but most Gis are quartered in barracks.

Some residents of Oak Ridg
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leave a chapel
in the Jackson Square district afer tervices.
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as the fighting was on. The men possess such im..

Secret inormation that the War Depart-

‘ment could not allow any of them o risk capture
by the

'Some of the men, like M/Sgt. James Park of
Lexington, N. C, live with their wives in houses,
spartments or Gailers. At Oak Ridge there are
10000 houses and spartments, 5000

Park, who was graduated Ifom the Oniversity
of North Carolina in March 1943, after majoring
T chemistey, met hi wite Lote, 2t the prant nore
in which they both work. Lols gets a considerably
Javger yay check each menth Lian har

 differences between civilians o sl
dier-scientists who ma ing_exactly the
same Job in exactly the same el nd
ous. A T-5, for example, man and
have 20 to 30 civilians working under him, all of
them getting paid from three to four ti
much as he.

And then there are men like Pvt. Milton Lev-
enson of Northfield, Minn., who once worked on
the atomic-bomb project 3s 4 civilian and drew
$350 a month. Now he is e de-
Bartment with the same people working over and
under him. But his salary these days is $50 a
‘mont

Despite these differences, relations between

soldiers and civilians here have ne—
{mostly, T guess” explained T-3 Don Mark of St
Paul, Minn, “because we know we're just about
the Tuckiest guys in the Arm

T-3 Mark was in the 55th Combat Engineers,
attached to the 10th Armored Division, and was
at Camp Gordon,: Ga., preparing for shipment

verseas when he was ordered to Georgia State
Teachers' College t6 become an algebra instruc-
tor for ai
overseas a second time when
to Oak Ridge in March 1944,

“The experience I'm getting 1 couldn't buy for
a million_dollars,” Mark
orked with same of the biggest braims in i

eocs; and I'm learning about something that's
still ‘going to be a hell of a thing a hundred

OldMagaz ineért icles .com

e was transferred

j c=Tman

13 Edward Fritz chats with his dote, tona
bisporsig i Ll i el

Four of the GI otomic bomb workers read cbout

the devastating results of their work in the paper

F unit. He was slated for shipment..

-the lastof thyee gages-
years from now. As Is: I'm one of the luckiest
guys in the 3
other xesson for the relatively good soldier-
civil tions here is that several hundred of
the nearly 78,000 civilians are discharged vet-
erans of the recently end
men like Ruby Owens of Booneville,
Tormer sailor who lost a leg in Decerber 1343,
when a Jap Betty strafed his destroyer off New
Britain. Owens is a traffic checker at a gate lead-
ing into one of the closely guarded buildings
in which work at Oak Ridge still goes on. He and
his recently acquired wife, another Oak Ridge
employee, live in one of the temporary hutments
put up in the past two years ind 1 pay $25-a-month
rent for three rooms a
oy of meatby Maryville,

member of one of the half-dozen alwzys zlerled
fire departments in the production area. Ro)
a discharged velel’-\n of the First Division. He
was wounded ir e first wave of the
landing in Nalmandy in 1944 and was wounded
agam when his outfit was breakmg through the

Siegfried Line into Germany. At the time of his

release from the Army last July, Roy had

Taking before the war.

N general, recreational facilities at Oak Ridge
sre about like those in a town of similar size
anywhere in the States. There are two big excep-

fibe, however. Oak Bidge has only one night

club, which is generally crowded to the doors,

2o thare o ban agalun e cale ot Chard liquor.

leoholic beverage
you can get.
There are several movie houses, a swimmin
pool and a skating rink, and the low, rolling hills
{ Tennessce are_pleasa alks—
either with a civilian girl fr

the handful of Wacs stationed here. But like most

Gls everyw ssigned to Oak Ridge

spend the betier part of their time of siting in

the Post Exchange drinking 3.2 beer

('!"

ing the subjects that are always discussed by

soldiers over 3.2 beer.
in a while, now that the world knows.

What the atomic bomb can do, the co

turns to the problems raised b

about atomic energy, including himself, ought to
placed on an obscure, out-of-the-way Pacific
)sland and left there—"to keep us out of mis-

M splitting- the-stom busines” the T-5
said, “is about like giving a two-year-old baby
a ton of TNT and a match and telling him to
have a good time. The world sn't ready for this
thing ye

Other men are scarcely less troubled. “The ey

say newspapers that we'll be running our
cars and heating
before very long,
man of Brooklyn, who was a civilian researcher
for the project at Columbia University before he
was drafted a short time ago and sent down here

“It looks to me as if it's going to be 30 years or
mare before we learn how to harmess  stomic ¢
ergy for peace. You never can tell. 1
Tight blow each other off the face of the earth
before then,

“Obviously, a lot of people better start doing
a lot of thinking about just what's been let loose
down here. Otherwise, We ought 1o let the ants
take over the earth Scientists can't do much—by
themselves, anyway —to prevent wars. Science

e that the next one will cer-

t now, most of the GI scientists here are

ility of shipment overseas

for_occupational duty, but unofficially, at any

rate, the consensus is that the work at Oak Ridge
will go on for a long time yet.

Not one of the men here has any hope of get.
ting out of the Army for quite 3 while The aver-
age number of poi the 1,200 EM a
Ridge is 29.

S &

to their CO
their work.

A number of soldier-scientists listen
reading letters of commenda




