Why Vietnam

Letter From
President Eisenhower to President Diem
October 26, 1960
Dear Mr. President:

My countrymen and I are proud to convey our
good wishes to you and to the citizens of Victnam
on the fifth anniversary of the birth of the Republic
of Victnam.

We have watched the courage and daring with
which you and the Vietnamese people attained in-
dependence in a situation so perilous that many
thought it hopelecss. We have admired the ra-
pidity with which chaos yiclded to order and prog-
ress replaced despair.

During the years of your independence it has been
refreshing for us to observe how clearly the Govern-
ment and the citizens of Vietnam have faced the

fact that the greatest danger to their independence
was Communism. You and your countrymen have

used your strength well in accepting the double
challenge of building your country and resisting
Communist imperialism. In five short years since
the founding of the Republic, the Vietnamese peo-
ple have developed their country in almost every
sector. I was particularly impressed by one ex-
ample. I am informed that last year over 1,200,
000 Victnamese children were able to go to clemen-
tary school; three times as many as were cnrolled
five years earlier. This is certainly a heartcning
development for Victnam’s future. At the same
time Vietnam’s ability to defend itself from the
Communists has grown immeasurably since its suc-
cessful struggle to become an independent Republic.

Vietnam’s very success as well as its potential
wealth and its strategic location have led the Com-
munists of Hanoi, goaded by the bitterness of their
failure to enslave all Vietnam, to use increasing vio-
lence in their attempts to destroy your country’s
freedom.

This grave threat, added to the strains and fa-
tigues of the long struggle to achieve and strengthen
independence, must be a burden that would cause
moments of tension and concern in almost any hu-
man heart. Yet from long obscrvation I sensc how
deeply the Vietnamese value their country’s inde-
pendence and strength and I know how well you
used your boldness when you led your countrymen
in winning it. I also know that your determination
has been a vital factor in guarding that independ-
ence while steadily advancing the economic devel-
opment of your country. I am confident that these
same qualities of determination and boldness will
meet the renewed threat as well as the needs and
desires of your countrymen for further progress on
all fronts.

Although the main responsibility for guarding
that independence will always, as it has in the past,
belong to the Vietnamese people and their govern-
ment, I want to assure you that for so long as our
strength can be useful, the United States will con-
tinuc to assist Victnam in the difficult yet hopeful
struggle ahead.

Sincerely,
Dwicnt D. EISENHOWER.
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