WHAT THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE REALLY MEANS

PRESDENT'S NEW FOREGN POLCY, IF ADHERED T0, PROMISES T0 PREVENT THRD WORLD WAR
BY MAIOR GEORGE FIELDING ELIOT

A MERICA'S new forcign policy (popularly known as the
“Truman Doctrine™) offers foreign countries financial
and technical aid in preventing the imposition of Communist
dictatorships on freedom-loving peoples.

The Truman Doctrine is the only road to lasting peace.
Twice within 30 years the stubbornly-observed practise of
“minding our own business” has brought us war.

On January 1, 1917, German Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg
told his imperial master not to worry if unrestricted sibmarine
warfare brought ‘a declaration of war from the U. S. “The
most America will do,” the Chancellor said, “is help England
with food and money, send over some airplanes and maybe a
few volunteers.”

“We've taken all that into account,” said Field Marshal von
Hindenburg.

“Then go shead with your submarine campaign!” said the
Emperor. “We can disregard America!”

He thought differently in the fall of 1918, but it took a war to
convince Germany’s hasty Kaiser Wilhelm 11 that he had erred.

In 1933, Adolf Hitler said, “The U. S. is no threat to us!
The inferiority and decadence of this allegedly new world is
evident in its military ineficiency!”

In 1941, the Japanese General Staff carefully calculated that
the blow at Pearl Harbor would so paralyze us that we would
not be able thereafter to mobilize sufficient strength to attack
Japan's new East Asian empire.

Hitler and the Japs were wrong, but to prove them mistaken
cost us 300,000 dead. And we have only ourselves to blame for
leading them to believe we would not fight, by talking about
“neutrality” and “not becoming involved in foreign affairs.”

We encouraged them to think we could not fight, by holding
our military strength at a ridiculously low level, and advertis-
ing our notion of peace-by-isolation regardless of

Theodore Roosevelt advised America to “walk softly and
carry a big stick!” When he became President, in 1901, the
embers of a great European war were beginning to glow. The
German Emperor was exhorting his soldiers to be more terrible
than the Huns, and declaiming about “knights in shining armor.””

Germany was building a navy to nlul]enge Bnmns rule ol' the seas. The
French, Russians, Alstrians and Italian: 3 usso-Japanese
War which broke out in the Far East was umvels-l]ly wczpled s the prelude
10 world-wide confit.

But T. R., who had persuaded and cajoled successive Congresses into build-
ing a powerful U. S. Navy second only to Britain’s, virtually compelled the
Russians and Japanese to make peace; the treaty actuilly was signed on
American soil, at Portsmouth, N. H., in 1905.

To emphasize U. S. determination to have peace, Roosevelt I sent 16 battle-
ships on a round-the-world cruise in 1907, an impressive reminder, which was
not lost on Europe’s statesmen.
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WHAT THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE REALLY MEANS (Continued)
For the period of time that he occupied the White House, Theodore Roose-
velt .\.\m,dad
the

logel.her ith his wise naval planning, perished with his tenure of ofice
resident Wilson, in 1914, sent Colonel House to Europe in an eﬁ'un to
promote better_ understanding among the European poves. Bt Hous bad

Rothing 1o ofer save guarded phesses coudhed i diplomatio language:
I he could have inimated that Americs was srong, well rmed, o
not to have a wer, and firmly would oppose aggression, he might have s
oeeding in averting war. Actually, House's mission was soft pedsld Tet he
ient be accused of “meddling in European
public opinion was pacifit 00, the sovermment imid and hesitant,
cnccvated by intornal disracions, conseous of miltary weaknese. Aceord

ingly, the Germans sssumed that neither England nor the U. S would st
tberuise, they would not v Savaded Belghum, for he German High Com
mand had already agreed Rt would be d-nsemux 1o attack France unless the

Hans cvuld g:l ..wnd e French forts theough Belgium.
H: ca taken a firm stand, supported by a resolute public

was cloar tht Germany was medltaing war, there would

o conflict in 1914, nor in 1939, and the world might never have

heard of Adolf Hitler, or Musso

We could have stopped Japan in 1931, when the Nips attacked China in

olion of & wlemm toaly in which we puarsueed Ciin's ol

-

merey by euting o his o suppl, and inising dht obers do ikewis. Bt
we did not.

Hitler Could Have Been Stopped in 1935

We could have stopped Hitler, in 1935, by insisting on forcible action when
he sent troops into the Rhincland. The Frénch hesitated, the British hung
back. Both nations would have moved if they knew we would back them up.
But we refused to become “involved.”

it Franklin D. Roosevelthaters stll insist he “got us into war.” Ac-

\eling us whai the seore wats n!ging that we take a definite stand for peace,
and making clea bow an auncs of prevetion is worh & pound of cure, be
might hm avoided w

“might have cost him his reclection. In any event, he remained
e s Tok 300000 of our b ke deed mow I fori revem
0600 permanently maimed or blinded. And the world is in chaos and

™ Heney Wallace, Senator Pepper and others who dngprovs of the Tremsn
Doctrine simply have forgotten their history lesso

Wallace misunderstandingly told a B audience tht the Truman Doc-
win indicate the U, s exbaring oo  course of “rthless mperilsm”

ich if not checked, n American empire stretching from

pole to pole, and from China 1o te N Eant

But the facts we have to face are unpleasant enough!

statesman in London said to me, “The trouble with this business
of stopping Communism is that you inevitably find yourself mixed up with

L Sertary of St Sretay of W during Prasklin o
e e g o 1 o 0B i 4 e, B o
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WHAT THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE REALLY MEANS (Continued)

the most frightful bounders!”
pretend

. regime n Grvor s compored of v
iesey,irongly nfleccod by & fow castmouly
shoots, jails and exiles people (not all Communists) who
sagroe with it} ...d it o o the whole,corrpt, ncompetent and iresolte
But it must present Greek reg chosen
ek people In an cloction cedally superied by TS, Britiah and French
observers, and, in the opinion of those observers, represents with reasonable
abracs he will o the iy
‘True, the Greek people voted against Communism rather thanin favor of
ing Government. They feared the might prove suscey
to Communist infiltration. They wanted peace and & chance to rebuild their
shattered lives, after years of war-bred chaos.
Their gallant resistance during World War IT entitles the Greeks to what-
over aid we can give them. But we shall not be helping them by handing over
jans now in power for spending as aimlessly (from the
the $400.million previously advanced by the retic-
ing British.
‘We should supply Greece not only with money but with equipment, tech
cians and an intelligent plan for reconstruction and recovery leading even-

? Yo for  long ime o come!

e Greeks are rugged

money, arms and oficers were Helping them
Turks, 100 years ago. Our sole satisfaction will be in a job well done, a brave
people started on the path to recovery.
I8 we did ot g0 o Gree's aid, the Grek gvermment would be wholly
incapable of preserving order. Bulgarian, Yugoslav, Albanian and R
S acrot Grocss froners o, bolser tho EAM

Greece Soon e in the hands of an armed, milltant minarity con-
wolled from Moscow. The Soviets would e Simh

the world's greatest ige
Taly, North Africa and m.w.g..,m e Middie East ot the expente of our
v snd of our hopes o

ry peoplie everywhere would conclude that a Soviet world was in

h= making, and that it would be suicidal 1o resis. “The Americans are tuen.
ing their backs on us as they did in 1919.” they would lament. “Let us

merican technical ary advisers in Greece is

Rcrtne e i bt o, A, of e dheve s the poweral

American Medherranean it in Greek water t which fkntulu-lmn Sulin
oty ammoaneed het Be s “wholly ndierent

U. S. Ships Prevented Tito Coup

e L was in Austin i the summes of 1946, s..x, s friend Marshal

aking the city

ut the

uhat the French e 1o call e st of bein present.” We are “present” in

Greece, Basian underand cleusly v tha e,

O $100millon oan to Turkey, on th other r frankly m
tary purposes. Germs oirs marched scom Tukey n 1918, trned up 1

and aesin en roue 6 the S Cana and i 1rag, on the wey o the
Persian Gulf.

Rusia s o mavy, e long rangs i fore, For o Reian sedir to ek
the Suez Canal, Africa, India, or the oil lands of the Persian Gulf, he o
alk aeros Turkey, as the Gormans did in 1914 Only the Turkish Arm
stands in his way.

TURKISH OFFICERS USTEN ATIENTIVELY AS U.5. AUAY ARTILERISTS EXPAIN THE WORK-
INGS OF MODEAN GUN. TUIKS ARE EXCELLENT FGNTERS, BUT LACK EFECTIVE WEAPONS

-~
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WHAT THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE REALLY MEANS (Continved)

Turkish Army Depends On Manpower

1 the Russians thought they could do it safely, even with the anks In theie
th they would try to seize the Suez Canal, the sirfelds of
e (locking the wolds gretest tade out), and the rich il s of e
Gulf and Saudi
They would esablih hemmeivs in Afrce, with s vast, undevelo ped re
soutie,and.on e bordersof Indie, where ane Blh of the world's popuation
has launched an experiment in ullgn\:mmem
my o composed o good fghting men, but hts litle in the
ipment. It s nyecully short o pelled guns,
ri<lass commenicaions squipmen. 1

force is built up with planes, equipment and instructors,
42 i he Tusksh ey i supplied with modern, wempons, 1 intrced i

This, incidetally, will bneft the Turkih economy, for o con sderable
gumbe of trsops e henbe s forindsrel and sginltualpurssis
Moreover, the presence of U. S. military and air missions wi

ia on notice otercstin Torkih securty,
1 have to bear in mind not only the tough Turkish infantr
mldier, but also air groups ready to take off from American carriers in the

“Fven wilh bettr equipment and U. S. carrir ar support, the Turks
could not stand off indefinitely a full-scale Russian attack. They could, how-

ever, delay the enemy until the arrival of U. . aid.
In ber presen aat of intenal weaknes, Russia must avod.a doubifl,
dangerous war. She can undertake only such projects as are certain of success.
Ctainly, we shoud try 1o bring sbout reforms cleaated 1o ameliorate
the living conditions of the G it b of il
highly strategic geographical positions
b Greee o Turkey, kgndlm o our apiion. of thie

resent govern
P e Touman Docine doss ot end with Greee and Turkey. There is Kor,
which Russian obstinacy has divided into two zones of occupation without
free communication between them, but where we have definite obligations.
There are Germany and Austria, where with British and presumably
employment, so they
rden on Ameriosn texpeyecs

There is India, tom by internal strife,
discord, and attempting self-government with a people unaccustomed to polit-
ical responsibility.

ere is China, where a hopeful U. S. effort to end civil war went for
saught ot wher 4SDilon Oristals need psce ad onder, afe 10 yors
of war.,

Everywhere, the altemative to effective American aid is Communism, born
of despair, inspired and abetted by the Kreml

Why casnot all this b done by the United Ntions? Becussthe Rusins
desire a result rom th one we prk. They hope exiing onfusion
and misery will ripen ot wiversel dspasand had 1 the acecpance o o
Soriet wrld, eonnvl ed rogioested and otberwinepatened on WSS R

world supervised by secret police, where people are told what they may
am Ihml ...d s.y, where disagreement with the government means death or a

“h |.,..g e i i 30, the United Netons  can sccomplh i, for the
Russian vill thwar it at evry tor, Tho roo t this is true

© believe w.u mddenly P
in for their ide, &

past
ot A cah g hat preen sonditons
o e s e Torw ok f irwom v i
The Soviesfer our conperative world which. o i triumph
lism and enslavement of the masses by what F.D.R. called the
ces of intrenched greed.” They are pressing hard to get the kind of world
they wan, Whererer we show wesknas, they pih forward. g our eve-
cessions as bases for fresh dem
have overran easier Europe, the Balkans and. pat of Kores, and
show no sign of moving out. They hold about half of Germany. in which
n settlement appears
isdiction over our area, while we

ented by man,
snd eed it 0 prevent the Tt . We then offered
provided sulable ntemations sfeguards sould be devieed
wgsina & eve being wsed again 2 & weapon by any maon, but permlting

mic_energy's development by other nations for industrial or peaceful
scientific: purposes.

T Rossians delined, bucase hat wosld brin narationn ipocors
Rus 1. The Russian sccret police would not consider it.
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WHAT THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE REALLY MEANS (Continued)

There can be no peace and no workable United Nations, unless the Soviet
leaders are convinced that they cannot have a Soviet world by pressure, ob-
struction and force. Nor will there be a cooperative world unless the miser-
able, hungry, confused and hopeless peoples of Furope and, Asia are con-
vinced that we can, and will, protect them from Soviet aggression, and assist
the i guing back o0 their feet.
cost of supporting the Truman Doctrine by maintaining unchallenge-
able miltary srengeh a home and in such other parts of the werld as may be
uired, will be heavy. But we would (oohsh 1t o belp thers: more 30
to embark upon 4 program of aid to others without bein roughly pre-
pared for any contingency as to raise a pmhlbﬂw: doulx A v A
Soviet Gener challengi

e L i o e ot
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