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“, . . they had forgotien everything; thev did not think of
themselves as.individusl men any longer. Therwere
merely chvelopes of suffering They had forgotien showt
the patrol, abour the war, their past, they had cven for
gotten the earth they had just climbed. The micn aronnd
them were merely vague jrritating obstacles into which
they Wounderad. The hot gloring sky and the huiming
rock wers far more intimate.  Their minds scueried about

wmside their bodiss like rodents in 2 mse, concentrat

frnitlessly on first the quivening of an overworked Iim

and then on the smarting of a sore, becams buried for
muny minares in the agony of drawing another breath.”
These are the members of a reconnessance squad, half the
protagonistsin The Naked and ¢fie Dewd, at the last stages
of total dissotution. The Pacific campaign against Ano-
popei fsland has been leading up 1o this end wnth the
gradual inevimbility of 1ime.  Driven by their Sergeant,
the lean, blood-hungey Croft—who has brought them by
hisown contriving on 2 hack-breaking parrod that later
turnsout to have been utterly fruitless, unnecessary and
unvelated to advance or victory—these men represent the
physieal break-up and the moral laniation of the indi-
vidual in the face of the muoss crumbling process of mod-
evnwar. Fear, pain, harred, bewilderment and the need
tagaon have ground their being in the recth of the
machinery of combar unti! all distincrions of personality
have heen submerged in the agregate identity of sufering

men.

Thercis 00 ploe o The Neked and the Dead, juse the
beginning, middie and end of one linle operation, 8 dot
onthe map of global conflic. What creates its tension
and unfolds its lamger dramatic consequences lics in the
renction, the faying bare of character in conflicy, like raw
nerves Under the surgeon’s knife.  Big easy going Wilson
trom the South, 2 good natured animal with an obscene
mouuth, catches a bullet in bis belly and through the lued
moments of his delirium lies bafled by the fact of his
dving. Roughneck Gallagher out of the dums of Boston,
huting Croft yet fearing him, and haring himself because
of his feaz, occasions the caly poignam episode in a book
whosccore is hardness, when he continues o reccive
letters written weeks before by his wife who dixd in child-
birth. “The first one came 2 few days after Father Leary
had told him about her dearh; it had been mailed almost
amonth before . . . ‘T been worrying sbour you, Roy,
vau're always so angrie abour everything, and T pray for
vour safety every nxialt. I love vou so much when I think
of the baby, only sometimes | can't believe tha: it’s going
to come ga soon”.”  Finally, “Roy, honey, this'll e the
lastlerter ['1] write for a coupe! of davs, the pain started
Justalittle while ago, and Jamie went down to get Dr.
Neweome, I'm awful scared cawse he seid I'm going w0
have a hard time . . " Guolisgher watching his wife die
after she is dead.

Munetta pretemds insanity in an endeavor 1 escape return

to duty gfrer a superficial wound. He hates the doceor,
hatex the army, hates anyone znd anything 1o which he
can transfer the opus of his shame and cowardice.  Polack
has been “figurin’ the angles” since the ripe old age of &ix,
wn “operator’” in the army sense of the word.  Jubo Mat-
tiver, the Mexican from San Antonic, is the best scout in
the outfit, 2 proud American whaom the rest affectionately
call “Jopbait”, Red Valsen from the mines, a tabel in the
ranks. viclently projects his eaclier rebellion against the
trap of life in a mimng town spainzt the symbols of author-

itv. Only Ridge, the pious Protestan: and Goldstein the
pensive Jew manage to rise somewhat above the down-
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The Naked and the Dead.

ward wrack and wrench of Jile under fire, Brown fawns
on superiors, Wyman fails physically in operations, Roth
falls on & mountain climby three men dismal with weari-
ness and feas.

General Cummings daeply realizing his botched failuze at
home cecks compensation in the mathematic of & mar-
tinet. His pleasures consist in humiliating Hearn, vhe
aide, in masterminding the tactics of campaign and in
dallying over the sexuzl symbolism of artillery. The last
represents a {rastration that trebles itself when he returns
from 3 two-day absence to find that Major Dalleson, the
unthinking drill-master, has broken the back of rhe Jap-
anese resistance. Hearn is assigned 10 combat dury where
ke is killed through Croft’s passion for sction. Dalleson,
slightly befuddled by bis success, goes back to planning
day-ong, pointless programs for the occupation forces,
while Cummings licks his wounds 2t Headquarters, a man
shaken 1o the roxs of his existence by the ironies of cire
cumstance.

Far and away one of the best books to come out of World
War [[, The Naked and the Dead suffers from the best-
scller complex of over-loading its guns with sex. Even
the Dos Passos interludes of the Time Machine by which
the author gives our the biographice! data and the back.
grounds of his characters, menifest 8 monotonous ten-
dency w explont puberty and the mariral relationship,
There is tco, 2 wordiness in the writing that crops up now
aod then despite the chiselled quality of the dialogue,
despite the subrle weaving in the fabric of esch charac
ter's psychology. Here mgain, the instross of character
misses fire on the unified impact of proportion. The inner
rug and pull veers slightly to one side at times 50 that the
dramarnc effect emerges a bittle lopsided.

First novels sometimes herald the appearance of a writer
of moment bur the danger in most of them is that they
{requently need a crurch on which to lean, some situation,
plot or character that acts as n guaranee for its appeal
10 the public. The use of melodrama or the sensational
for the sake of a loftier artistic end becomes understand-
able and excusable under certain circumatances. How-
ever, the tendency in the modern novel to guarantee
popularity through the medivm of sex exploitation while
understandable, is neither excusable ner arsistic. The
early works of a Dostoievski, a Tolswai, a Manr, and those
of Melville and Henry James stand singularly free of this
prooccupation with sex.  Ler the efforrs of the wrirer suc-
ceed or fal according 10 his capacity for capturing the
varied and integrated facets of human nature—sex not
excluded—and he will effect a contact with the tomlity
of the human person thar makes the stuff of grear litera-
l:;re, not merely an empiric report on the biological urges
of man.

Norman Mailer it ¢ Brooklynite with 3 Harvasd Degrec
i Engineering, an ex-Gl rifieman from Leyte, Luzon and
Joran, ex-ushes, soda-jerk, haker, cook, clerk, aerial pho-
tography expere.  His writing has the vintue of hogesty
together with a forthrighe ximplicisy that is at first glance
decaiving, so casily does 4t flow. W he can sustain the
tugh quebry of his beginnirg, tone down the smber ac.
centuntion of man as merely animal, he will undoubtedly
produce a balanced tealism and an acceptable, even 2
distinctly supcrior Hrerature, for his style sccthes with
inherent power. As it ig, he is one of the most ralenred,
the mocr subetantial of the new generarion of writers. It is
an unfortunate faulr thar rhe Jecherous rone of The
Neked and the Dead, its obsceniry and general skuldud-
dery, racommend it only to those profeionally interested

in literatute.
Victor R, Yanitelli, SJ.. Ph.D.,
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