Small Church,
Big Peojyle

BY JAMES POLING
The amazing Unitarians have given much to
U.S. life. But in religion, are they maveric]

or have they found the faith of tomorron’

B Oxe Sunpav mornixG shortly before his death in
1957, A, Powel Davies the elebrated pasor of All
Souls Ghurch, Unitarian, Washingte

= trouled scrooi, WA you s
preach about some of the things Unitarians have
done? No one seems to know anything about us at
school. They think we're sort of queer. Can't you
build us up a lttle?”

e minister amiably complied. Testifying to a
religion's achievements i omeiraes more mportant

the author f the Declaation of Idependenc but

he God of “the Unitarians or Deists.” And D
Davies aio tald_how Lincoln had b T
immortal phrase “government of the people, by the
eopl,forthe people” rom a sermon delverd by
end, Unitarian ministr Theodore Parer

n lfe and bistor
out of all proportion to their small n
Beeventon'to pont oot that wile Usi-
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tarians represcnted only one-tenth of one per cent
of the country's population, they represenicd one-

arc listed in’ Who's Who than any other religious
aroup. Five U.S. Presdents-—John Adams, Thomas
Jefmon John Quiney Adam, il Filmere,
William Howard Taft--had been Unitarians. And
lihough the Unisars would b eniied 6 omy
-xcm of one Semmr if representation in the
Senate was based or affiliation, they could
currently boast of ﬁ»r Senstors: Joseph Clar o
Pennyivania; Paul Douglas, Tiings: Roms
Hruska, Nebraska; Lc\erclx el Vlasxathu-
stts; and Harrison Jerie
cd s fow of the great Unarians of the
past; Chrles Darwin, Florence Nightngl, e
Jamin Frankin e Harte John Marshal, Pecs
nry Wadsworth Longillow, H. . Tho.
eau; Sumuel Morse, Daniel Webster, Horace Mann.
Stsan B Anbony, Ralgh Waldo Emcren, Ofter
Wendell Holmes, Charles Steinmetz and T
Wolle. Coming down to the present day he men:
others, Adlai' Stevenson, Chester

les, Sinclair Weeks, John P. Marquand, Ashley
Montagu, Frank Lioyd Wright  and - Perciva

Later, during the social “coffec hour” that always
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Sollows Al Soul? :lmplz
mitarian bavr

Sty i e young whoolgi
he'd forgotten to a su

ianity
whatever persuades them, inthe

ach one of
-ell, el allowing the lan

I oxweas, Unitarians e highly
rational .a.,.m.- liberals who be-

ieve e o
Jesus whille mfmmgno“mlkuGod"
of the great Galilean. Because they

development. Some Unitarians be
Hove I loortalty, others dorrs
But all agree that the best prepar.
tion for whatever the future may be
is to live a Christian life here and

now.

The Unitarians describe
s ollomerf e vk b
Jesus of the Gospel, rather than of
the Christ whom they feel the ortho-
dox Christian world has cloaked in

ysics and semi-
pagan rituals. They regard their
concept of the “Church Universal”
as the ultimate expression of Chris-

ity
principles of iberty, tolerance and
brotherhood, and is open to all men
of every race, color and creed who
‘God and worship him through
servic o thie (ollow man. 1t 3

church from which no
icated, they 2y, “but hy

-+ excomm
. the death of goodness i his owi

L
h individual church_ within
“Church Universal” is gov-

rmed by its own congregation and,
consequently, is free to choose its
own form of service. In one

the serice will be claborte, with
prayers, litanies, even

! Tn anthes T willbe s
—a prayer, a hymn ot two, a read-
ing.

guilt, cternal punishment, and vi-
carious atonement
In addition, they thi

Bl oo Wy s
as the single most important volume
in the long story of man'’s religious

in common. All references to Tri
tarian doctrine are removed fro
visieer devotoonl sl 8
. There is nev 3
that the pravers s lo)ad il
any way inflence Gods they are
only as a form of medita-
Gon clevating 1o the. hears and
ind.

All Unitarians believe they mos
honor God by serving their feow
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man unselfishly. Dr. Dana McLean
recley, present head of the Ameri-
can, Uniarian Asocaton, says
imarily, we seck a better way of
s ket sy ol

ause they are so dedicated to
their quest, the Unitarians refuse to

hey belicve there are high values
in all the great religions.

1540 or misionare, dhough
the Unitarian Service Comintice
i church e o3 arts whert
ey can b helptl, groups
pecalivs insach m -
o e, o i,
ngnecring and bl bl For
e, Alcvader Fiemng, the

mg.mm\ ‘medical
Caechoslovalia and

ia to Nigeria. In many in-
stances, they have gone out at the
behest of the U.S. Department of
which has a high regard for
ich the Unitarians’
overseas operations win friends for
democracy.
Today, as enific fndings and

of the more orthodox sects, the Uni-
tarians are

has grown 56 per c
1o 12846 while memberstip, i
the church schools has grown' 154
per cent; probably the fastest rate
of increasc of any denomination in

ihis exploive growth is

only ‘58 ministers to serve 40
more membery, and this past sum-
s 33 Churches were lookng.for
Thero & a sialas xhoru;e
Db, And the Amer
tarian_ Asiociation can no_long
et an increased demand for held
services
As a result, the Association has
been forced to embark on its first
major fund-raising campaign in 35
emergency, the
Unitarian _Development Fund is
n Part of the

residents

Sresdehof Hirvard. Universey
eyt Unitarians.)

thes
it mmmngiy difful” for :un(
people to accept what they have
come to feel is the authoritarian-
fsm and lingering supernaturalism

5400000 to help e s e

Towships.” These a

ow nipabering 201 —of en o more
communities  where
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oo Unitarian_churches.

ersey

oi is 75 members wat  binthright

rest, 13 per cent

e e Catholis, 20 per cent
were Jews, and

T octnacon - Erovstant

churches.
The Church of the Larger Fellow-

ship i & unique church-by-mail con-
Gubied for cographically Rolated
naignalead-

arters at 25 Bea
Reverend Paut Harrs Je, min-
ser of his church, sends out &
les-

fonion o theis oumbers in United
in the

s most popul
25" A Fowdl Davics 6 w whe
y asked Bily Grsham o jusi-
fy his asertion tha

1,600-m g
Ut peodoce & diffent Bl of
fruit cach month.” Nordo they besi-
tate to oppose

ol o ke, whic By i
threatens the frecdom of the indi-

“Their lack of fear of controversy
may stem from the fact that their

son, and newsletie to a ship captain
in the Arctic, members of the U.S.
diplomatic carps an v

ices stationed overseas, a woman

h work in Japan, and some
2000 other  Unitarians . in
countries.

Persars sore than in any other
lenomination, Unif inisters
are likely to speak out bluntly on
controversial issues, firmly y

Unitarian ‘churcl tant
leaderofthe antilavery movement
Today its churches—including the

Southern ones—open their doors to

publsing house 1o e book
it practices as demogogic

ritagians e active out of 4l pro-

disputaion, The
name “Unitarian” was coind n
16th century for certain Pm!ala "
it (s the docro of e
Actualy, Trijtarian doc-
rin beckane cho joxy only
by'a diided vote of the General
onstantinople some 375

h of Christ.)

the
Souatae of muodee Ustseaaian
is followers profited from the first
at edict of religious freedom, is-
sued in 1568 by King John Sigis-
und of Transylvania (Hungary)
By 1600, there were 425 Unitarian
hurches in Transylvar

In_ England dunn; the 17th
poet_John
csopher John Locke
and the phiyicist Taac Newton fos
ered the churclis growth. As the
18th century dre i
Joseph Priestly, a Unitarian min-
er and the discoverer of oxygen.
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was forced to flee to the United
States to escape the attack of mobs
protmting b Dbertian, Evcour

by Benjamin Franklin, he cs-
uu»h»a the first Unitarian church
in this country at Northumberland,
Pa., in 1794, Soon after, Boston’s
hmed King's Chapel lef the Angli
can nd, in 1802, the church
omded by the Pilgrim Fathers, the
First Parish in Plymouth, became
Unitarian.

denomination has

A
grown steadily, it is not a men
the National Council of Churches

tant churches at the turn of the
century, the three Unitarian_dele-
gates o the organization ‘meeting in

D. Long, Charles W. Eliot, president
of Harvard, and Dr. Edward Ev-
erett Hale, author of The Man
Without a Country and then chap-

they say, i a relative charge,
since, after all, the Catholics reg:
2l Protesiants as heretics. A far 5

hey are concerned, there is no such
thing as a heretic; just man, enti
always to his own bcl\d impertect
but not inherently
rising by slow e
plancs. To aspis 1o comeibu 1
the ennoblement of his ife is a goal,
they feel, which no name-cal

Tn the not-too-distant future they

o

goal. Currently, the
and_the even
rch

that
ability will take place in
1961 on _ratification
churches. There are many parallels
in the theologiesof the two churche
paciulaly n the cmphasis they
n tolerance and free-
o g bl
“There will be a litdle bit more
of everything if we have a united
Wers hurch s Uniarian bead
it should mal

Thomas Jefferson once wrote that
e hoped every man ivingn is day
ould die a Unitarian. We're not
it that ambitous, but we do
chink we have the religion of K
future.”
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