September 7, 1945

: P AR’S V'I‘he GIs had managed to keep their
V3 spam bottled up through most of
Ethe phony rumors, but when the real thing was
announced the cork popped with a vengeance.
A spontanecus parade. including jeeps and trucks
‘and Wacs | and GIs and officers and nurses and
_enlisted men, snaked from the Red Cross Club
“at Rainbow Cm ner dcwn to the Piace de IOpe'ra
and:back,

“Jeeps craw}ed along in the vxctoxy celebration
50 loaded down with cheering GlIs that the shape
-of the vehicles could hardly be discerned. Some
Gls showed up w1th ﬂags to ~add both color and -

g ueks and ‘cars
destrian cele-.
_brants marching before and behind and between.
The most unusual note of the day was the
~spontaneous contribution campaign for the Red
Cross which started up out of nothing at all ex-
_tept good humor when a GI at the Rainbow Cor-
ner pxnned a coup!e of franc notes to a tree, an-
“nouncing: “This is for the Red Cross.” g
His idea caught on and soon other Gls were
funloadmg their spare cutrency. The sport was
enlivened considerably by kxssmg French girls at

the tree. whether as a ‘bonus for cantrxbutlons (v R

Just for the hell of it. At any rate. a late after-
_noon check showed some m‘io()l}»rawed for the
ARC b it had begun pm

od will.

 The whole show was a aoldxer—-especzaﬂy an
Amerxcan soldxe:«-—-perfm mance. French cwxhans
wexe happ\ and pleased. and thev qhowed it.
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